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Editor's Remarks

Many more replies from shipmates have come in
since the last issue of Fireball! We now have
almost eighty on the list. Our contract with The
Sands Regency in Reno for May 2nd to 5th, 1993
is on track and I have begun to set up activities,
specifically a tour of Lake Tahoe, Virginia City and
Carson City (Nevada capital), Harrah's
Automobile Collection and the banquet. Cost
estimates of each appear later in this issue --
with the warning that they may vary slightly. I
will publish the firm costs in the January issue
As I mentioned in the last issue, Ihave received
stories, newspaper clippings, material from the
commissioning, excerpts from cruise books, etc.
for use in the newsletter. Please send me more if
you have such. This issue contains some news
stories about the loss of the bow in a collision
with USS T.E. CHANDLER (DO 717) during night
maneuvers in the China Sea on 23 November
1948. AI Koch ('47-'51) of Lackawanna, NY was
kind enough to send me copies of some news clips
from those days. Other stories from George
Burrows, CArT Bill Fargo, Jim Helland, AI
Kapocius, Denis La Crosse, Bobby Lee, Daryle
Root, Jack Tyree, and yours truly will appear in
future issues. Several shipmates have asked me
"What is the Navy League?" the organization that I
have been advertising in previous issues. It is a
civilian organization whose purpose is to educate
the public in the importance of sea power to the
national defense and the economic well-being of
the nation. A membership form appears toward
the end of this issue.

Reunion

As stated in the July '92 issue, first reunion for
shipmates from USS OZBOURN (00846), also
known as Fireball, Spread Eagle, and the Dirty '0,'
is scheduled for May 2nd (a Sunday
afternoon/evening) for arrival at The Sands
Regency Casino/Hotel in Reno, Nevada. Departure
is May 5th (Wednesday). The cost is $36 per
night single or double plus 8% room tax (plus
whatever you wish to put into the "one-armed
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bandits"). This room rate is a real buy since rates
usually run at leat $50; a reservation form is
enclosed with this issue for your general
information. Your editor/self-appointed chairman
has reserved 30 rooms. The program, which
includes a business meeting appears later in this
newsletter. The business meeting is essential is
we are to have future reunions. For those
shipmates who have not yet sent me $5 (some
shipmates have sent more) please do so. Because
we do not yet have enough funds to warrant a bank
account, please write your checks to me. I will
provide a full accounting of all funds at the
reunion. In order to get an idea of how many we
may expect as on summer 1992, please respond
on the attached pre-registration form if you are
planning to attend. A response of "yes" does not
commit you to attending, but I do need to get a a
count. If you have already indicated intention to
attened our reunion, it is not necessary to reply
again unless you have changed your mind.

Loss of the Bow

The following account was graciously provided by
shipmate AI Koch in the form of clippings taken
from an newspaper whose name he did not specify.

Ship Gets New Nose
WELD BOW TO SMASHED DESTROYER

The Navy pieced togther a mammoth cold steel
jigsaw puzzle Friday morning when a new 75-ton
bow was joined to the battered hull of the
destroyer OZBOURN. Two giant 50-ton cranes in
the Terminal Island shipyards lifted the hueg 65-
foot long bow and fitted it exactly to the gaping
hole.

The OZBOURN sat high in drydock. Steel-helmeted
workers tugged at ropes, yelled at crane
operators, hammered on heavy ship's iron. . .
then welded the joint with acetylene torches. And
the big ship, put out of commission last Nov. 27
by a night-time collision off the China coast, was
almost ready to sail again. She'd been flying at 27
knots through dark China seas in full battle array
with her siste ships when it happened, witnesses
said. She hit another destroyer, the USS T.E.




