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FROM THE BRIDGE

The 1997 reunion in San Diego is coming together
rapidly. Hotel reservation forms were included in the
last issue of Fireball! and will be repeated in the next
as well. Our shipmates who responded to a random
poll taken on available activities preferred the
following which have been arranged through Armed
Forces Reunions:

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

Wednesday:

tour of San Diego and visit to a ship
trip to Tijuana (all day)
business meeting (morning)
harbor bay cruise (late morning)
tour of Old Town (afternoon)
banquet (evening)
breakfast and depart.

Although San Diego was home port when I served in
the Ozbourn, many of our shipmates were on board
when she was home ported in Long Beach. As many of
you know, the recently closed base and shipyard there
are about to be leased to COSCO, the China Ocean
Shipping Co. Now COSCO is, what I read, a wholly
owned subsi~iary of the 'Peoples" Liberation Army" of
thePCR. China was "the enemy" when I was on board
during the Korean conflict. Now it's about to
effectively own the second home port of our ship! The
word I get is that the installation is to become among
other things, an intelligence base.
As I write this, a story is breaking about Admiral
Mike Boorda's accuser relative to wearing of
illegitimate medals. Retired Army Colonel David
Hackworth, Boorda's accuser and a reporter for
Newsweek, is himself claiming medals to which he is
not entitled. I guess "what goes around comes around,"
to use a cliche.

Several weeks ago I read in an eastern newspaper
about the appointment of a consultant to the Secretary
of the Army, Togo West, for the purpose of preventing
"sexual harassment" in the army. This consultant,

Professor Madeline Morris of the Law School at Duke
University, one of my "alma maters," recently
published a paper in the Duke Law Journal entitled
"By Force of Arms: Rape, War, and Military Culture" .
This paper suggests that in order to bring "sexual
harassment" to a stop we forget about "male bonding,"
as she calls it, and bring about unit cohesion through,
of all things, ideology. I managed to obtain a copy
from her and plan to write up a short summary for the
local Reserve Officers Association chapter and the
Journal of Political Military Sociology. If anyone is
interested, send me a self-addressed stamped envelope
and I will send a zerox copy. The author ought to talk
to Russian military reformer and retired general
Aleksandr Lebed about ideology. Lebed knows all
about the use and failure of ideology as a motivator in
the old Soviet Army.
Thanks much to all members of the Internet

Committee. I finally purchased a modem and should
be on line before this issue is published.

Bob Whitten,
President
Address: USS Ozbourn Association

1117 Yorkshire Drive

Cupertino, CA 95014
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SPECIAL EDITION !!

This edition of the Fireball! is the final

edition being mailed to "all hands"
behind in their dues.
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