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FROM THE BRIDGE

I am happy to report that Captain Charlie Akers is on
course and speed for the 1999 reunion in Las Vegas,
October 13-17 (there was a error in the date in an

earlier reporting). Those of us who had the privilege
of serving with him nearly half a century ago again see
his very effective leadership in action.

Some of our shipmates may have read of the current

problems in the armed services, particularly the Navy
and Air Force. Conventional wisdom holds that the

hemorrhaging of trained personnel is caused by
inadequate pay, decreased retirement benefits and

longer deployments. While these three factors are by
no means unimportant, they do not appear to be the
principal causes of personnel shortages and low
morale. Poor top leadership, both civilian and
uniformed, seems to be the main culprit. The current
Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Charles
Krulak, is in this observer's humble opinion head and
shoulders above the other members of the JCS. The

Marine Corps, incidentally or perhaps not-so-
incidentally, the only Service that is meeting its
recruiting goals. And it is the only Service not
experiencing "sexual harassment" in its recruit

training. (Does separation of the sexes, or in "pc,"
"gender," have something to do with this?) Some
Congress people on "both sides of the isle" have been
suggesting that we return to the draft. The idea that
unmotivated draftees called up for 18 to 24 months
would be effective in this high-tech world is ludicrous.
In the meantime, our armed forces are again becoming
"hollow. "

I have received from his son in San Diego some of the
artifacts left by Captain Bill Fargo. I will bring to the
reunion the ComDesDiv 112 pennant that he hoisted
in his second tour in the "OZ" as division commander.

The very best wishes to all of our shipmates and their
families for 1999. Sally and I look forward to seeing
you at the Las Vegas reunion.

Bob Whitten! Acting President

REUNION NEWS

To start off a correction is due to the last few
Fireball 'sf The official dates of the Las Vegas reunion
is October 13-17, 1999.
An eagle eyed former skipper, and Association
Advisor, Charlie Akers spotted the error and it is
henceforth corrected. Well Done Charlie. ( I guess
that's why we have an Advisor on board).

In addition, Charlie has been extremely active in
getting the 'organization' of our reunion underway.
While some of us may be dozing at the throttle,

Charlie has been "full steam" on the bridge.

First of all he has started issuing CharlieGrams
to keep the committee abreast of the progress being
made. A committee has been formed which consists
of:

Association President: Bob Whitten
Contractor: Charlie Akers
Coordinator: Charlie Akers
Ticket Preparer: Paul Logan
Arrival Information Assembler: WD Minter

Hospitality Room Manager: Donald "Mac" McCarthy
Money manager & Recorder: Paul Hecht & Bill Jones
Remaining Position: Volunteer Wives
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(Cont. from page I)

Charlie is on the lookout for an amateur photographer
to take random photos at the reunion.
Charlie recruited his former shipmate from the
"HOBBY' to prepare the reunion banquet place-card
-programs. His name is George Watts and he designed
the "Ozbourn" logo that appears on the front page of
each issue of the Fireball!.

As mentioned before arrival at the hotel is set for

Wednesday, October 13, 1999 and departure is
Sunday October 17, 1999. Room rates will be Wed., &
Thur. nights: $42.51 (inc. tax) per night for a single or
double. Sat. & Sun. nights $64.31 (inc. tax) per night
for a single or double. The hotel will honor these rates
two days before and two days after reunion. If you
come two days early and stay two days after reunion
the rate will be $42.51 per night.

Tentative schedule for reunion:

Wed. Oct.13: Register at hotel & Ozbourn desk
Hospitality room open.

Thur Oct. 14: Tour of Hoover Dam. Lunch at a hotel.

Fri. Oct. 15: Afternoon magic show.
Evening Comedy show at Maxim with
Buffet.

Sat. Oct. 16: A.M. Business Meeting
Evening. Banquet with entertainment.

Sun Oct. 17 Farewell Breakfast and departure.

Charlie has set up a flexible schedule with plenty of
time for Las Vegas perusal and Hospitality room get-
togethers. I trust Charlie is practicing up on his dance
routines as any shipmate who attended the Norfolk
reunion can attest, he was a 'hit'.

In the April issue of the Fireball! it will include sign
up sheets and costs for reunion activities; Plan of the
Day for reunion activities; Information on hotel sign-
up and airport/hotel transportation; directions and any
last minute details.

Be close to your mail box after APRIL I for the
REUNION ISSUE of the Fireball!. The Fireball!

predicts this reunion will be our biggest.

GOOD NEWS!!

Treasurer, Paul Hecht, has joined us on the 'web'.
Paul now has an Email address. You can reach him at:

pwhecht@pilot.infi.net

ANNUAL DUES -DUE JANUARY 1, 1999

Notice has been given plenty of press of our
new dues procedure of paying on January I of each
year. Some shipmate have already sent in their dues
but Paul Hecht is looking at a lot of stragglers on the
list.

As we have mentioned your mailing label on
the Fireball! will tell you the last year you have paid.
If there is not a "99" on your mailing label, you dues
are due.

All shipmates on our records will receive the
April Reunion Edition of the Fireball!. After that if
your dues is not paid before the July issue you will be
dropped from the regular mailing list. Don't let it
lapse. Send that check for $10.00 today, payable to
USS Ozbourn Association to:

Paul Hecht, Treasurer
P.O. Box 3534
Portsmouth, VA 23701-0534

OZBOURN PICTURES

George A. Riebesehl (49-51) ME3, is looking for
35mm negatives and or pictures of the Ozbourn for
enlargement or copy. You can reach George at:
847-895-4739

""-~

YOUR STORY

We still saved some room for your story
about your Ozbourn adventures, but it didn't
arrive on time.

Well maybe next issue! ! !

SHARE A ROOM

If you are looking to 'share a room' with a shipmate
please contact the Fireball! and we will start a list to
try and match you up.
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