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FROM THE BRIDGE

Fellow association members and shipmates:

Chairman Paul Hecht and the reunion location
committee consisting of Paul Logan, Eldon Riley and
Rudy Boff have found what I feel is an excellent site
for the USS Ozbourn 2001 reunion. The Boston area
has much to see and experience. If you are bitten by
nostalgia there is the USS Constitution, the oldest ship
in the fleet dating back to the 1790' s. and the USS
Cassin Young DD-793, which are located in the
Charleston Navy Yard where the USS Ozbourn was
commissioned over fifty years ago. I can't think of a
better place to honor her memory. At Battleship Cove
on the Fall River there is the USS Massachusetts BB-
59 and the Joseph Kennedy DD-850 along with other
WW II craft. The Kennedy is the only Gearing class
destroyer in the Historic fleet so if you have an urge to
walk the decks of a Gearing class destroyer again or
would like to show your spouse how and where you
lived during your navy years, this is your chance.
Also, you shipmates who live in the eastern and mid-
western states have a chance to attend a reunion within
driving distance.

If you are interested in American history, this is where
it all began. Boston Harbor, Bunker Hill and Lexington
all have many interesting sights and stories about the
American Revolution.

In addition, a short bus ride takes you to Newport, RI
and the beautiful mansions built as summer homes by
America's wealthiest at the turn of the twentieth

century, or in Dorchester, MA you can visit the John F.
Kennedy Memorial Library.

So mark your calendars and make plans now to join
your shipmates at the 2001 reunion. If you have never
attended an Ozbourn reunion, this is the one to start
with. The reunion committee is working hard to make
it a memorable one.

WD.Minter, President

And the winner is
MASSACHUSETTS

2001 REUNION LOCATION DECIDED

Paul Hecht, Chairman of the 2001 Reunion Location
Committee, has announced that the 2001 reunion will
be held in Seekonk, MA in October 2001.
The Seekonk location received a majority of the votes
from committee members: Rudy Boff; Eldon Riley;
and Paul Logan and WD Minter. Hecht asked "WD"
to vote to prevent a tie of any location.

The reunion will be held at the Ramada Inn in
Seekonk, MA which is 5 miles east of Providence, RI,
25 miles from Newport, RI and 55 miles from Boston,
MA and conviently located to the T.F. Green Airport
in Providence, RI.

A proposed itinerary includes: the Newport RI,
mansions; Battle ship Cove in Fall river which will
include a visit to the Battleship USS Massachusetts, a
submarine, PT boats and the USS Joseph Kennedy, a
destroyer of the (Ozbourn) Gearing Class.
Other tours will include a visit to the President John
F. Kennedy Library in Dorchester, MA and a visit to
the oldest US Navy ship in commission, the USS
Constitution at the Charlestown Navy Yard where the
Ozbourn was commissioned in 1946.

This reunion promises to be an exciting, historic and
memorable experience which you will not want to
miss. Start planning and more information will be
forthcoming in future issues of the Fireball!
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CHARLIE AND HIS OFFICERS

Front: Lt. Roth (Engineer), LtCdr Prince XO, Cdr. Charlie Akers, LtCdr Aakhus, Lt Rogers;
Middle: Ens Hightower, Ltjg Miller, Ens Farnum, Lt. Bowman, Ens. Whitten, Ltjg. Dickerhoff,
Top: Ens Lewis, Ens. Megers, Ens. Brodie, Lt. Bond.

TAPS

It began in 1862 during the Civil War. When Union
Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men near
Harrison's Landing in Virginia. The Confederate Army
was on the other side of the narrow strip of land.
During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moan of
a soldier who lay mortally wounded on the field. Not
knowing if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the
Captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken
man back for medical attention.

Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the
Captain reached the stricken soldier and began pulling
him toward the encampment. When the Captain finally
reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a
Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead.
The Captain lit a lantern. Suddenly, he caught his
breath and went numb with shock. In the dim light, he
saw the face of the soldier. It was his own son. The boy
had been studying music in the South when the war
broke out. Without telling his father, he enlisted in the
Confederate Army.
The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked
permission of his superiors to give his son a full
military burial despite his emend status. His request
was partially granted.
The Captain had asked if he could have a group of

NEW EDITOR
... "

Tom Perkins, our soon to be
new editor has been tooling up
for the change of command.

Tom has obtained a new
"Ozbourn" email address that

will be put into effect by the
July issue of the Fireball!. He
has also researched printers in
has area and received some

very competitive prices to
print the fireball!

Tom has his first article on

page 3 of this edition and
hopes to be more involved
with the next edition. It takes

time to get all the duties
transferred and we are not

rushing. We are looking for a
very smooth transfer so you
won't even notice it.

0
Army band members playa funeral dirge for the son
at the funeral. That request was turned down since
the soldier was a Confederate. Out of respect for the
father, they did say they could give him only one
musician. The Captain chose a bugler. He asked the
bugler to playa series of musical notes he had found
on a piece of paper in the pocket of his dead son's
uniform. This wish was granted. This music was the
haunting melody we now know as "TAPS" that is
used at all military funerals.
These are the words to TAPS.'

"Day is done, gone the sun,
From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky.
All is well, safely rest,
God is nigh."

Thanks to Don Madam ( 49-51 ) for sending in this
heart wrenching story that was received from the
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
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