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FROM THE BRIDGE

Greetings to all Shipmates, Spouses and Friends
| 6ve been reminiscing about my time on the
met some of the best people that a guy could hope for, from the officers to the enlisted men.
We ate together, joked together, worked together and as close as the bunks were, you could say
we slept together.

After our tour of duty serving our great country, we all returned to our families and back
to our home towns. Many years past and | never saw or heard from most of the men that | had
served with.

Then | learned about the USS OZBOURN ASSOCIATION.

Since then | have been able to reunite with some of my shipmates and meet others that
served aboard the OZ.

The first reunion that Sallae and | attended was held in San Antonio, Texas. We were
welcomed with open arms and felt as though we were part of the family. | guess we were!

I remember some of the members, Warren Szchach, W.D. Mi
has passed awayo. I had only known him for a few hour s,
him. When itis my time, | hope to see him later.

Now, many of the younger members of the crew are now part of the association. | hope that when each of you attend ou
reunions that you also feel like part of the family. Expect hugs when you show up. We are able to attend many aciieities as
big happy family.

Please get involved with the association and recruit new members. Stay in touch with current members and lets have fun.

Please hug a veteran or current member of our armed forces and their families.

Hope to see all of my family at the next reunion, to be held in 2013 in beautiful San Diego, California.

God Bless us all and God Bless the USA
Guy Posey
President
USS OZBOURN Association

2013 BIENNIAL REUNION

LIBERTY CALL, NOW LIBERTY CALL, LIBERTY FOR ALL HANDS IN
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA , SEPTEMBER 25-29, 2013
The 2013 Reunion Committee is pleased to announce that San Diego, California has been selected as the location for the 20
Biennial Reunion for all hands. San Diego was selected due to its very close proximity to a vast number of military and othe
sites that would be of great interest of all hands such as the USS Midway Museum, The Maritime Museum, Seaport Village, Olc
Town and the Gaslamp District. The committee is currently in negotiations with a beautiful resort hotel located ondsan Dieg
Bay. We of course wild.l update you in further issues of t
Fireball Spring 2012
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EXPOSURE to AGENT ORANGE

Officers of the Association

In recent months we have received several requests for informatign

President
pertaining to the USS Ozbourn being exposed to Agent Orange while sefjv- resieen
ing in Vietnam. The DVA requiresflu%spps‘%)r’)lowf@%g)f a vpeter
The Groundd or have served in thaelecgs,Poéf%éz Water | Nav)

waterways) to be considered for disability due to exposure to Agent Orande.te|: 405 747 0686

We have made some progress in establishing proof of exposure for certiremail: ppapaguy@aol.com
dates. Shipmate Bob Alexander {65) had worked very hard to get the
ship listed with the DVA for 1968966. The list entry reads: Conducted
fire support missions on Saigon River, Octehevember 1965 and August | Randy Humphries (72-73)
-October 1966. To view the entire list of ships listed by the DAV as ex} 3008 Rhode Island Avenue

. : Niagara Falls, NY 14302249
posed to AO see: www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/ | 157 o> o o

shiplist/list.asp E-mail: rlh-

Vice President

I have been working with another shipmate from 1971 Wespac cruisec()rresp(m“nq Secretary and Fireball
to establish exposure. It seems that the crew is considered to have been|éx- Editor
posed to AO when the ship tied to the pier in Da Nang Harbor because] it
was then possible for the crew fJlffrage0 as@rgr e alnd
Groundo. Al so, Da Nang Harbor wplg6Calavgnezgt i | | i $ ve
AO. We have established that the OZ tied to the pier on 11 April 1971 by?ar,‘ Clemente, CA 92672

. ) , : |’ Tel: 9493883067
obtaining a copy of the Deck Log from the National Archives. Having thi§ g, jiparkeri @cox.net

and other personal information, the shipmate was granted a partial disabiljty

by the DVA. | have requested other Deck Logs to establish at least one oth- Recording Secretary
er date which the OZ tied to the pier. Once | have this information, | wil
try to get these dates added to the DVA list of exposed ships. Kenneth E. Keene  (71-74)

9995 Perry Highway

" il - Meadville, PA 16335445
If you feel you have a legitimate disability claim due to exposure td Tel: 814 337 3197

AO, having the ship listed with the DVA will make the claim process much gmail: kkeene@windstream.net
easier and faster. As you can see from the above information, exposuiire
dates must be specific. The copy of the Deck Log is the best way to proye Treasurer and Historian
the |l ocation of the ship to establlish exposure. | f
at least what week you feel that the ship was in a location to prove exposurerhilip M. Roberts (6872)
obtaining deck logs can be quite expensive. It is estimated that a month|o?608 Bentwood Drive
deck logs will cost about $70.00. An interesting web site to help establighPalestine, TX 75803
the ships location while engaged in NGFS missions ittp:// Tel: 9037235719 -

- . ——l Email: swabby37@hotmail.com
aad.archives.gov/aad/fieldedsearch.jsp?

dt=842&cat=WR28tf=F&bc=,sl This is a data base of the firing missions Past Presidents
of each ship. Years served aboard ship/Assoc. Pres
Robert Whitten, Jr. (50-52)/(9399)
Some other sites for information are: Cupertino, CA
www.publichealth.va.gove/exposures/agentorange/ W.D. Minter (5255)/(9903)
Texarkana, TX
. Rudy Boff (52-55)/(0307)
www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/ Pittsburgh, PA

bluewaterveterans.asp

PUBLICATION DEADLINE
www.bluewaternavy.org If you have a letter, story or pho-
to you would like to share with other
If you need any help in establishing a disability claim with the DAV Ozbourn shipmates, the deadline for
pertaining to AO exposure, let me know and | will see what we can do teubmitting contributions for the Sum-
assist you. Also, if you have already established AO exposure while on th@er 2012 issue isfonday, June 11.

0Z, please let me know. This information may be of great help to anothefticles may be rewritten for purposes
shipmate. of editorial style. Due to space limita-

tions, some materials may be used in a
future Fireball edition.

Fireball, Spring 2012



MAIL CALL

The following letters and-mails were received by your Association Officers
during the last quarter.

Ri char d 0 DIER-B, §5258)awas \ery instrumental in notifying the association of the passing of several of our ship-
mat es. We as a family truly appreciate Dickés efforts.

Seeking Old Shipmates (SOS)
In an effort to reunite long lost shipmates, Dick Barta was attempting to obtain information on the whereabouts of two specia
friends from EDivision during his service on the OZBOURN, John Jugan and Frank Woodward.

ToalloftheA Wi zards of 0OZ0o,

|l respectfully request your patience as | attemptstado f i |
ing job as the Editor of the #AFireball 6 Newsl etter over
knowledge and support, | would have never even attempted such a task. We truly owe Rick a debt of gratitude for s exempla
service to the association.

A be truly dependent on input from every shiphbte a
remind all shipmates that any input would be very much appreciated.
Sincerely,

Jeff Parker, Editor

A NAVY MOTHERGS PRAY
TAPS FOR SHIPMATES (Author Unknown)

Tonight | lay me down to sleep, | pray, Oh Lord, Our
Sailors you keep.
Hold them all safely in your arms, Ward off those
whom would do them harm.
Remind t hem, Oh Lord, thal
bring them soon, safely back home.
Give them all Strength and Courage, Oh Lord, be-
cause the jobs they do are ever so hard.
Our precious children, so Strong and so Brave, |
pray, Oh Lord, their lives you will save.
ASAI LORS ONCE, S H | Remeémbdt, Oh Lord, they are close to our heart,
FOREVERDO GOD B L ES S pl¥gaddkshoadn the time that we are apart.

Offer Fair Winds and Following Seas, and Angels to
Jack Morgan, EM2, 5256, N.Y City. guide them while they keep us ALL free!

Art Barron , YN2, for Captain Bill Fargo, 586,
Arnold Park, lowa.

Eldon Woken, SK3, 5256,
Lyons, South Dakota.

George Badger5256

William ABMM3le®72 Li nt on
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ATHE NI GHTMARE OF NOVEMBER 23/ 24

A continuing story provided by Siras ASlI o Br

(Continued from AFireball o Winter 2012 Edition)

The real tragedy concerning the deaths of Meeks and Williams is that those deaths were unwarranted. The huge portion
Ozbourn which was smashed from the ship by the collision was an area of the ship where no personnel were assignedrdlring G
Quarters. My two friends who were lost were assigned to an area, the ammunition handling room, which remained ifiacohfter t
lision. The handling room had a hatch which opened into the Chief Petty Officers compartment in the bow of the shipalA Gen
Quarters station such as an ammunition handling room is a boring place unless the mount is being fired. It is suiviéeskd et
Williams were accustomed to leaving their General Quarters station and lounging on the couches in the CPO quarterg.telgith lon
phone leads they could still communicate with the director of the gun mount, even though they were not physicallyssigriedir a
station Had they been where they were supposed to have been, they probably would be alive today.

OZBOURN was in a very precarious, highly dangerous state, with our hull completely open to the sea. Fortunately, the sea
mained calm for the next few days.

The collision occurred about one hundred miles off the coast of China. Since the ship still had propulsion capabiiteg, the
decided to direct our ship to proceed to Tsingtao, China for emergency repairs. One of the other destroyers escogeibwl/as w
proceeded to the Chinese port. Before departing the task force additional welders from other ships were put aboard QZBOUF
assist in repairs.

The morning after the collision, Ensign Tylman called me to come to his stateroom. He asked me if | would assist iim in the
ventory and packing of the personal effects of Me edkrtstefuaen d
We cut the locks on the two lockers and packed the items of the two dead sailors into sea bags. Sea bags contaioimdg ¢lie pers
fects of both men would be sent to their families. Meeks had somgppinf a scanthglad movie star, Rita Hayworth. Ensign
Tyl man did not pack them in Meeksd sea bag. Me e k s afters o
boot camp. Williams just had his uniforms and personal care items in his locker to the best of my recollection. loxttprg twel
both men were included in their sea bags. Ensign Tylman reviewed the letters to make sure that there was nothingtiwalbém tha
reflect adversely on either of the men or their service to our country.

Two days after our tragedy, we arrived at the harbor of Tsingtao. Chinese tugs met us at the harbor entrance and maneuver
ship to one of the piers. Our arrival created a huge stir in the local population. By the time we were moored, thaldyhgatto
ered on the pier a couple of hundred Chinese of all ages to greet us.

Our Navy welders along with some Chinese workmen immediately started cutting away jagged areas on our ship and weldin
sheet metal plates to the areas to keep the sea at bay. The work went on around the clock.

Tsingtao , China

Tsingtao was an interesting place to visit in 1948, although our sailors were limited to the area around the pier wheRINOZBOL
was being repaired.

| was most impressed by the mass of people teeming around the port area and in the areas on land that we could sae with &
lars from the bridge of the ship. The hills seemed to be covered with masses of jumbled shanties.

One of the most unnerving aspects of our visits was the constant sound of artillery shells exploding in the distasbiniited]
like the constant rumbling that we sometime received in Texas during a period of heavy thunderstorm activity. The explesions
virtually nonstop. One of the Chinese workers who was helping with the repairs on our ship told us that the noise waghtog to f
that was going on in the hills between the forces o f Chaing Ki Chek and the communists who were trying to take coirteol of Ch

Poverty in the area was terribly apparent. Just as soon as we arrived there were many groups which wanted to remove ot
bage. It became such a problem that we let the local police decide who would remove it. The local man who told usafftct the
in the hills also told us that every bit of what we might consider garbage would be savored by starving people in Emaphrei.
cans seemed to be an especially sought after item.

Fireball, Spring 2012



continued from Page 4

There was no indicationof the poverty in the local population that | shall never forget. On all the piers in the harbor were
small children, probably ages from six years to twelve years, who had mesh wire baskets which they cast out into the wate
alongside the piers.. These tiny wire baskets would be retrieved very slowly and the contents searched diligentleéaoény pi
coal which might be on the bottom of the pier area. Apparently these children survived by selling coal in Tsingtasadtiowas
see youngsters spending their time in this manner when they should have been in some sort of school. Apparently, schools we
not available for most of these unfortunate children. (I thought of the poverty | had experienced as | was growinghiodd.adul
| realized that my youth had been luxurious compared to this part of the world.)

When we finally left Tsingtao, it seemed to me that the sound of the exploding shells in the nearby hills was becoming loud-
er.
On to Japan

It required about a week to put a Aquick fixd on our b
sea.

Chinese tugs assisted OZBOURN in leaving the harbor. We were met outside the harbor area by two of our sister destroy
ers (not the THEODORE E. CHANDLER!) and we proceeded to Japan (Yokosuka). The crew was told that more permanent
repairs would be accomplished after arrival at a Japanese port.

SK3 Lee, who operated the shipbs store, and | became v
bars in great number. The old timers had told us that cigarettes and candy bars were highly valued items in Japabeand could
used ashore like money. Even the sailors who had not smoked in their life were buying cigarettes. The crew was informed the
only two packages of cigarettes would be permitted when they left the ship for liberty in Yokosuka. But, sailors are-a very
sourceful lot, and they knew they could probably smuggle a little more than the amount allowed. By the time we actedlly arri
in Yokosuka, my storerooms were nearly empty of candy and cigarettes.

The transit across the Yellow Sea and along the southern coast of Japan was slow. The weather cooperated with us, and
arrived in Yokosuka about December 7, 1948. It was sort of ironic that we were anxiously anticipating arrival in a papanese
so soon after the wae with Japan had ended.

Upon arrival in Yokosuka the shipds office had my orde
Preparatory School in Bainbridge.

The members of the crew on OZBOURN who | know best and who | considered friends wished me well as | packed my see

bag. Fortunately, I had not accumul ated much fAstuffo sin
Before I eaving the ship for the | ast ti me, I went to En
ACome in,o0 | heard him respond.

| entered the stateroom. | told him that | wished to thank him one more time for recommending me for the U.S. Naval
Academy Preparatory School.

il dm certain that | made the right decision, o0 he told r
your life if you put your mind to it. | know that you will work hard and | think that you will pass the exam for the Naadat A
my . I 61 1 be watching to see you again in the Navy as an
Al will sir!,o0 | told him.

| never saw Ensign Tylman again after | left the OZBOURN. | shall always remember , however, what he did for me.

| went back to my compartment, said goodbye to everyone in the compartment, grabbed my sea bag and went to the quarte
deck where the Officer of the Deck logged me in as detaching from the ship.

A pickup took me to a U.S. Military Air Base (the name | do not recall) for transportation back to the states. | thraw my se
bag in the back of the truck. As we left, | glanced back at the crippled destroyer that had been my home.

| never saw OZBOURN again. She will always be; however, MY ship!

Fireball, Spring 2012




Continued from Page 5
Postscript on U.S.S. OZBOURN (DEB46)

After more emergency repairs in Yokosuka, Japan in late 1948 and early 1949, the ship returned to the Long Beach Na-
val Shipyard for permanent repairs. During the next two years the ship was employed in training of midshipman.

When hostilities began in Korea, the ship was back in the fray. She participated in the landing of Allied forces at Inchon,
Korea. During that conflict, the ship received two direct hits and several near misses by enemy gunfire (in February 1951).
During that same series of operations the ship rescued a downed American pilot from an enemy mine field. After returning to
San Diego, California for repairs, OZBOURN was deployed again to the Korean area and participated in operations at Won-
san. During this period the crew rescued eighteen men who had jumped the U.S.S. Box@dJ@Avoid a menacing fire.

During the same operation the ship picked up three downed American pilots from one of our aircraft carriers, the U.S.S. ES-
SEX (CVA-9).

During the period from 1956 to 1964, the ship did not participate in any hostile operations.

In July, 1964 the ship sailed independently from San Diego for Pearl Harbor and joined more U.S. naval ships for another
deployment to the Western Pacific. During that deployment, the fleet of American warships proceeded to the South China Sea
for operations in support of the Vietnamese war. This deployment was in response to North Vietnamese patrol boat attacks
against our destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin.

After a brief return to Long Beach, California, another deployment to the area of South Vietham commenced in 1965.
During the next two years, the ship participated in hostile operations in the South China Sea and the Gulf of Tonkin. During
these deployments the ship provided tons of high explosives in close support of our troops in Vietnam, and interdicting enemy
supply lines and communications routes in North Vietham. The OZBOURN received direct hits from enemy fire in March
and December of 1967, but continued her assigned mission.

The remai nder of the OZBOURNOG6Ss service to the U.S. N a

States, except for one more deployment to the Western Pacific in 1969 and 1970.

By 1975, the fAGearing classo destroyers were more than
States Navy.

On June 1, 1975, U.S.S. OZBOURN (E#46) was decommissioned and sold for scrap. This was the ignominious end-
ing for such a brave and valiant unit of our Navy. Even though our ship is no longer with us, all the sailors and bfficers w
served on the ship remember her with deegted fondness and affection.

A testimony of the interest of hundreds of young sailors who served as crewmembers of the U.S.S. OZBOURN (DD

846) can be found on the Internet by keying in AUSS 0zZBOU
in 1948 Editors Note: On behal f of the entire crew, | wi sh to thank

Gedunk Question for Winter 2012

The Gedunk Question for the Winter 20BR2eball was
a two part question.

too. Secondly, what terminology always preceded the afore-
mentioned announcement over the IMC? Clue: Most ship-
mates did not look forward to either of these terms.

The crew would like to thank Ronald L Sandusky, BM
626 6) Ret. for his outstanding
WELCOME ABOARD upo6 meant to get out of your
Welcome aboard to the below listed shipmate. The US shipmates had access to their lockers. The answer to the se-

Ozbourn Association officers and members hope thatyouwic 0nd porti on of the question

Ron
Walter J. Smith, SH2, (7672)

Fireball, Spring 2012
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USS OZBOURN SHI

P0OS STORE

Open 24 Hours, 7 Days a Weék Rudy Boff, Proprietor

Photos and additional ordering
information can be found on the Oz-
bourn Web site at www.ozbourn.org
under the heading
Orders may be placed with:

Rudy Boff 8 1036 Connor Road
Pittsburgh, PA
152341033
Tel: (412) 8330572
New email: boffrudy@verizon.net

CAP cotton twill Navy blue,
brilliant gold letters & de-
stroyer silhouette. 1 size fits
all.

Item # CO01, $14 ea.
Embroidery on back:

Korea, #C01K $15 ea.
Vietnam, #C01V $15 ea.

Windbreaker mesh lined with
full front zipper. Navy blue
jacket with ship profile in silver
thread and lettering in gold
thread. $60 ea.

Iltem# JO1

Logo detall

PATCH fabric, $6 ea.
Original design, Item #P01
Revised design, Item #P02

Can holder made of foam. Navy blue
body with white base. USS Ozbourn
logo in white. $3.00 ea. or two for
$5.00. Item# K01

FRAME, license plate
Item# FO1 $5 ea.

Fireball, Spring 2012

SPECIAL ORDER ITEMS

The fQIIowing i{tems are special order only. Contact
f

Nd WP OB0 5t Odt® Shipos Store addr e
Micro -fiber Jacket, fleece linedwater repellent  $90
Twill Jacket, fully lined with full front zip $80
Jerzees Super Sweatshirt, assorted colors $40
Golf shirts $30

Al items have shipds name at
dered in gold letters.
T-shirt short sleeve Navy &

white with embroidered logo left
side. $20 ea. Item# TO1
Long sleeve $35 ea. ltem# T02

Logo detalil

The bookKorea Remem-|
bered: Enough of a War!, the|
USS Ozbournods
19501951, is a firsthand ac-
count by shipmate Charles |

Cole, as the Lhyouoly Qi LA\l h e d
between WW Il and the War i
Vi etnam. 0O
Col ebds hi st t
was first published in 1995, jug
in time for the dedication of th¢
Korean War Memorial, which il &S5 Gbeuris s four
near the Vietnam Wall in Was
ington, D.C. CHARLES E COLE
ifKorea Remembered: Enou
The USS Ozbourno6d49Fir st
By Charles F. Cole
$15.00 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling
SHIPPING AND HANDLING
COST OFITEM COST OF POSTAGE
$0.03:15.00 $3.00
15.0225.00 4.00
25.0135.00 5.00
35.0145.00 7.00
45.0155.00 8.00
55.0165.00 10.00
65.01 or more 11.00
7



