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            NOW HEAR THIS, LIBERTY CALL FOR ALL HANDS IN BEAUTIFUL SAN DIEGO,  

         CALIFORNIA COMMENCING ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25-29, 2013, AT THE  

KONA KAI RESORT ON SHELTER ISLAND.  REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE-5                         

 Greetings to all Shipmates, Wives and Friends, 

    

 As you will see later in this edition of the ñFireballò, the Reunion Committee, Jeff 

Parker, Steve Skinner and  Guy Posey, have been hard at work to put together an ex-

cellent agenda for our upcoming 2013 Reunion in beautiful San Diego, California.  

Please start making your plans to attend. 

 I am very excited to return to San Diego, as that is where my Navy adventure 

commenced when I attended Boot Camp at the Naval Training Center.   Coming from 

a small town in Oklahoma, to boot camp then reporting aboard the ñOZò was one of 

the many true highlights of my life.  I met some of my best friends ever on the ñOZò 

and visited places that I would have never been able to see if  not for the Navy.      

We of course worked very hard, played hard and did what was needed done to accomplish our mission.    

 Now once again, I am able to visit and enjoy California with Shipmates, their wives and friends from  the ñOZò.  

Another great adventure.  You will not want to miss it. 

 Please remember to make those pre-reunion purchases from our Shipôs Store as well as at the reunion. 

  

 Let us not forget to hug a member of our Armed Forces, our fellow Veterans and especially our  families.  

         

 God bless our great country. 

 

        Guy Posey, President 

        USS OZBOURN Association    
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PUBLICATION DEADLINE 

 If you have a letter, story or pho-

to you would like to share with other 

Ozbourn shipmates, the deadline for 

submitting contributions for the  Sum-

mer 2013 issue is June 11th.  Articles 

may be rewritten for purposes of edi-

torial style. Due to space limitations, 

some materials may be used in a fu-

ture Fireball edition.   
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    KONA KAI RESORT HOTEL 
   1551 Shelter Island Drive, San Diego, CA 92106 

     Phone: (619) 221-8000  Fax: (619) 819-8101 

        Reservations: (800) 566-2524 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Kona Kai Resort Hotel is located on Shelter Island overlooking San Di-

ego Bay. The Kona Kai is a full service hotel, providing complimentary air-

port/train station transportation. All rooms have either a view of San Diego 

Bay or the marina. The Kona Kai has set an excellent rate of $109.00 + taxes 

per night, double occupancy, and includes a complementary fully cooked 

breakfast each morning.  The above rate has been guaranteed for three days 

prior and three days following the reunion for those wishing to arrive a little 

early or extend their stay in San Diego.  Reservations may be made by calling 

1-800-566-2524.  Tell the operator you are attending the  

USS Ozbourn Reunion.  

              KONA KAI RESORT HOTEL, SAN DIEGO BAY    

  

       2013 REUNION UPDATE  
 

       The Reunion Committee wishes to update all the members as to what is cur-

rently being planned for the 2013 Reunion in San Diego, California, on Septem-

ber 25-29, 2013. 

 We are currently planning visits to the following sites that we believe all 

members, including the very loyal Ozbourn wives and other family members will 

enjoy. 

 

USS Midway Museum 

City tour that will include Coronado, the Gaslamp Quarter (Old Sailor 

Town), shopping at Seaport Village, Lunch at the Bali Hai Restaurant 

overlooking San Diego Bay and the Cabrillo National Monument 

Old Town Sightseeing and Shopping   

Private dinner cruise on San Diego Bay aboard the ñEmerald Hornblowerò  

A private tour of an active warship stationed at the San Diego Naval Station 

with lunch at Tom Lams Lighthouse Restaurant 

  
Fear not, there will be a great deal of time to relax with old shipmates in our  

hospitality room at the Kona Kai Resort Hotel. 

    

Donôt miss the 2013 Reunion, it will certainly be one of the great ones.  

We are all looking forward to seeing you in beautiful San Diego. 
                               



              MAIL CALL 
 

The following letters and e-mails were received by your Association Officers 

during the last quarter. 

TAPS FOR SHIPMATES 

  Fireball, Spring 2013 

3 

WELCOME ABOARD 

ñSAILORS ONCE, SHIPMATES FOREVERò                      
 

The Association is saddened to report the passing of the 

following long time -friend, member sand Shipmate. 

 

              Ralph Phelps RD3 (52-55)     
 

 

 Welcome aboard to the below listed shipmates.  

The USS Ozbourn Association officers and members 

hope that you will become involved in the planned ac-

tivities. 

 

  John J. Leahy PHM3 (48) 

 

           Geoffrey Walker QM2 (66-68)  
 
 

 

                                                                    TO ALL HANDS   
                                                                       �-�H�I�I���3�D�U�N�H�U�����(�G�L�W�R�U      
 

All Shipmates are respectively reminded regarding the procedure to request a donation by the USS Ozbourn 

Association to any other organization.  If anyone wishes to propose a donation be made by the USS Ozbourn 

Association to any organization during the Business Meeting at the 2013 Reunion in San Diego, they are re-

quested to have specific information as to the history and mission of that organization.     

 

                                                 USS OZBOURN COMMANDING OFFICERS 
 

The USS Ozbourn has had 18 different commanding officers during its 29 year history.  Do you remember which skippers 

you served under?  If you have an interesting story about any of the Ozbournôs commanding officers to share with fellow 

shipmates, please forward your experience for possible inclusion in a future issue of the �)�L�U�H�E�D�O�O��    

 
CDR. B.A. Smith  March 1946-October 1947   LCDR. D.V. Gorman March 1961-December 1961 

CDR. N.E. Blaisdel  October 1947-March 1949   CDR. W. Lancaster  December 1961-October 1963 

CDR. R.E. Freeman  March 1949-September 1950  CDR. D.W. Berger  October 1963-July 1964  

CDR. C.O. Akers  September 1950-April 1951  CDR. N.D. Nelson Jr. July 1964-April 1966  

CDR. W.B. Fargo  April 1951-April 1954   CDR. J.G. Denham  April 1966-September 1968 

CDR. H.T. Scott Jr.  April 1954-November 1955  CDR. R.L. Stewart  September 1968-June 1970 

CDR. A.J Toulon Jr.  November 1955-September 1957 CDR. E.W. Numbers  June 1970-December 1971  

CDR.  C.A Kuhl  September 1957-July 1959   CDR. K.L. Costilow  December 1971-March 1974 

CDR. W.W. Turner  July 1959-March 1961   CDR. F.J. Furtado  March 1974-May 1975 

���� 
 

 


